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Editorial | Federal Spending

Wrong choices

Let's start with some of the good ideas in President Bush's proposed budget.

After four years of out-of-control spending in Washington, and a deficit of $427 billion, cuts must t
somewhere. Bush's goal of holding down overall spending in fiscal year 2006, which begins Oct.
necessary as it will be painful. And some of his proposed spending cuts make a great deal of sen

Agriculture subsidies, for example, would be trimmed by $5.7 billion over the next 10 years. If any
should be more aggressive here. It would be a small budget victory, after the hugely expensive fa
Congress approved in 2002.

Even with a proposed 4.8 percent increase for the Pentagon (not including spending on Iraq), the
scale back some military programs. Missile defense and the B-2 stealth bomber would be cut; the
budget for buying weapons would be reduced by $100 million (to a mere $78 billion).

About one-third of Bush's cuts are in the Education Department. While overall education funding |
Bush may be right to propose eliminating, for example, the $225 million Even Start literacy progre
independent studies have concluded doesn't work well.

Among the President's relatively few proposed increases for social programs, a 45 percent hike f
help low-income students pay for college, is needed. And the nutrition program for low-income m«
children, known as WIC, would increase by $335 million.

Unfortunately, that's about the extent of the good news in this proposed budget. Bush's repeated
with a 40 percent increase on military spending in the last four years, have contributed to deep de
require stinginess far beyond his second term. But the President, in his new spending plan, tries t
beginnings of fiscal discipline at the expense of people who can least afford that austerity.

The plan would reduce funding for Medicaid, which provides health care for the poor, by $45 billic
The number of poor people in America has increased for three straight years, and 45 million peog
without health insurance. But Bush's budget would cut food-stamp benefits for up to 300,000 peo
low-income families. Veterans would have higher co-pays and user fees for health care.

This budget would cut money for after-school programs that are essential to reducing crime. Sen.
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N.J.) estimated those cuts would affect about 31,000 children in New Jersey alone. All federal spt
vocational education, $1.2 billion, would be eliminated or redirected to other programs.

The President envisions spending cuts like these, but would extend his tax cuts that have benefitt
Americans disproportionately. Budget choices are moral questions, and this choice is wanting.

Congress and the President cannot defend such decisions, given their fondness for promoting co
such as in the law that Bush signed last October. It granted about $140 billion over 10 years in ne
corporations, from Home Depot to shipbuilder/defense contractor Northrop Grumman to tobacco
companies. How can the nation afford to subsidize small Hollywood studios to the tune of $336
can't afford food stamps for 300,000 families?

For all the professed austerity in Bush's budget, it still does not lower the deficit. It would add nea
red ink over the next five years, not counting military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. Nor doe:
count Bush's proposal to partially privatize Social Security, which is estimated to cost $750 billion
years.

More fundamentally, this budget is an attempt to shift the funding burden for health care and othe
state and local governments. The President's new budget is a warning that the federal governmel
and less for Americans who truly need help. That's exactly where four consecutive years of tax ct
aiming.
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